
Living in the Power of the Spirit 
 
Today as I awoke and even coming up here was soundtrack music – Bourne Identity- 

Because we are at war and I, as your pastor am fighting for you. 
 

The Gospel Story: Evangelical Convictions  
In theological words we see how the Gospel is presented in answering the main questions of life. 

Creation   What is the context of salvation?  
Theology  Who is the God that offers the great plan of salvation? 
Christology  Who is the one that saves? 
Hamartiology  What is the problem we need to be saved from? 
Soteriology   What is salvation? 
Ecclesiology   Who are being saved? 
Ethics   How are the saved to live?     
Missiology   What are the saved to do? 
Eschatology   What is the future for the saved? 

 
Theology must be practical in shaping our life.       
  Head faith: what do I believe?   Heart faith: What do I love?  Hand faith; what do I practice? 
Statement Of Faith             Christian Living  

We believe that God's justifying grace must not be separated from His sanctifying power 
and purpose. God commands us to love Him supremely and others sacrificially, and to 
live out our faith with care for one another, compassion toward the poor and justice for 
the oppressed. With God’s Word, the Spirit’s power, and fervent prayer in Christ’s name, 
we are to combat the spiritual forces of evil. 

 
A fundamental principle of the Bible is the imitation of God which we call Biblical Ethics. 

Living a Gospel Centered Life - Holiness        
All Christian behavior should flow out of the gospel and should be applied to every area of our lives.   

 
We have a desperate need for freedom from sin and often we masquerade or pretend we are 
strong and have no need and that our sins are small.   We do not see the hardening and 
deceitfulness of all sins.  Do you know that many churches have been ruined by what we would 
call “small sins”; gossip, fighting and divisiveness as much if not more that have been marred by 
sexual sin.  Imagine if we were a church that was quick to repent from even our so called “small 
sins”.   Do you have the desire to be holy and a serious concern for holy living?   

Today is about revival. 
 
PRAY 
 
We are looking at the ways to fight against sin in a Trinitarian way.    Chart 
I effectively fight against sin through God’s work, power and treasure. 
 
God the Father 
This is a war over what we love the most.  This is a worship war.   
One of the best ways to weaken the influence of the world is to treasure God. 
Every aspect of our lives should be an expression of treasuring God above all things. 
Awaken your affection to God for HE is your ultimate treasure 
 
 
 
God the Son 



Imagine if your doctor heard you talking about your plans for next summer and then while  
looking at your health checkup charts said, “well if you want to live that long,  
you drastically need to change this in your life or you will not make it 3 more weeks!”. 

     Would you just laugh at him and disregard his assessment, knowledge and remedy?  No. 
The same with sin, you must know and take the remedy and also be ready willing and skilled at 
killing sin.  The remedy of the world is like expired medications (do not work) compared to meds 
after the Amazon adventure that were the total fix for all sickness-total remedy is Jesus Christ. 
     
Without the death of Christ there is no death to sin.  The cross of Jesus brought death to sin. 
      Heb 10:10  we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

Our qualities of a holy life do not qualify us to be Christians, only Christ does.  
 
Yet my death to sin does not mean I am free from its entanglements of the world, flesh and the 
Enemy.  We do have a real struggle with our flesh but we can have victory through the power of 
the cross    Gal. 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. 

Sins mastery over the Christian has been broken.  
 

Standing on the work of Christ we then are to Preach the gospel daily to your life.  
   “Set faith at work on Christ for the killing of your sin.  
      His blood is the great sovereign remedy for sin-sick souls.” Owen 

      We are to apply the reality of the gospel and the work of the Cross to our lives. 
Jesus is our high Priest and understands our real struggle, live in light of the realities provide for 
us and recall what the gospel says about you and what God has done for us in Christ. 
 
The world tells you “your sin is OK, everyone does it; you can do-believe-act any way you want,”     
     but the Gospel tells you:   “In the sickness of my sin I should remember the cross and God’s    
     love for me; God has freed us from slavery to sin to become a slave to righteousness which   
     leads to holiness and joy and a life that reflects the One who saved me”. 
 
The standard of holy living is regulated by God’s word.  Thus our energy is focused on obeying 
and submitting to God’s Word,       Charles Finney states that “revival is simply obeying”   
I need to read the Bible each day, to hear the Word preached each week, to come to God in 
prayer, and be surrounded by people passionate about and grounded in the Word.   
Then as I hear and apply that Word in faith, is my heart transformed. 
The words of my enemies fall to the ground, the external world and the internal fight of my flesh,  
   might be powerful for a moment, but the Word of the Lord is stronger and lasts forever. 

Fighter Verses webpage, check it out. 
 
God the Spirit 
Holy Spirit is not the 3rd party, the 3rd less important God-.  Trinity is three equally divine persons 
Often we have set aside the Holy Spirit, and like Sampson cut our hair and have no power. 
 
Holiness itself is incapable of progress apart from God, for absolute holiness is inherent in God.  
In Christian living, holiness is capable of progress through our faith & obedience and the power 
of the Spirit.  This is called sanctification, God’s work in us and our active work to be like Christ. 
Fight with the power of the Holy Spirit.           I want to look briefly at two different passages. 
 
Try to memorize Romans 8. Why Romans 8? So much good  -  Osborne intro to chapter 8…   
“Here the solution is given, namely living our lives according to the power of the indwelling Spirit… the 
active force in the believer’s life that enables them to defeat the flesh and live in victory.” 
Romans 8:1-16  Chapter 8 has the word “Spirit” (22 times) more than any other chapter in the 
Bible.  



    The Spirit has given us new life; we cannot live according to the flesh which leads to death. 
Our position—verses 1, 9, 11 
Our passions—verses 4, 5, 6 
Our power—13 
     We have a life and death alternative. 
   If you live this way you will die, if you die this way you will live. 

There is a life that leads to death, and there is a death that leads to life. 
 

Foolish Power vs. Fighting Power    
Foolish Power 

Often we are striving to be Christ-like in our own power. 
Not out of our own effort or resources, but the HS produces a “mindset” and the Spirit 
applies the atoning work of the Cross to our lives 
Not like some Monks in the past who would lay in a coffin daily saying “I Must Die to sin”  
Not pilgrimages, or penances, not what the religious do through the flesh. 

Without the Holy Spirit all other ways are in vain, all helps leave us helpless. 
Only by the Holy Spirit is it possible and necessary 
this is only made possible by the Holy Spirit; He is the agent and power, computer w/o power is 
useless   

“He gives the desire, determination and discipline” – Stott 
 
Fighting power 
With the exercise of the Holy Spirit within you, He enables the power to kill sin 
We must put to death- not passive but aggressive. We must hate the sin in our lives.   
Matt 5:29  gouge out our eye, cut our hand off.  Anything that threatens life, cut it off. 
A holy life without the control of sin (the mastery over the flesh) is a contradiction. 
You can have the will but no ability apart from the Holy Spirit--  Phil 2:12-13   Ez 11:19 
This ultimately is not about our diligence but God’s faithfulness; He will preserve you. 
Our obligation is to be holy and live according to the HS 
Live by faith in God’s grace in Christ and through the power of the HS you can kill sin. 
 
 
Gal 5:13-26 Live by the Spirit 
Sins definition here is “anything that serves ourselves other that loving God and loving others”. 
The Holy Spirit is the One who enables us to overcome the sin that still lingers and has limited 
power in our flesh.     
Our confidence is in the HS presence.  He transforms my desires 
Do not let lust in for it will control you and destroy you 
Walk out our holiness with the help of the Spirit, the One who made us holy now calls us to live 
holy lives in thought, word and deed, thereby "completing our sanctification in the fear of God"  
The HS provides the means needed for a life of holy living, and is sufficient to subdue the 
impulses of the flesh. 
 
He empowers believers with the knowledge of God and applies the atoning work of Christ to us,  
He brings life and continues that life helping us become more like Christ 

We believe that the Holy Spirit, in all that He does, glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ. He 
convicts the world of its guilt. He regenerates sinners, and in Him they are baptized into 
union with Christ and adopted as heirs in the family of God. He also indwells, illuminates, 
guides, equips and empowers believers for Christ-like living and service. 

 
A decision must be made today surrender your will to God’s will. 


